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DVS gets
more bite

in fight
against rabies

KUCHING: Sarawak has passed 3
Bill to delegate the power to the
Department of Veterinary Services
(DVS) Sarawak in the fight against
the spread of rabies.

from delegating funcuons
and duties to any public officer, the
Bill seeks to allow the authorisation
of other persons by DVS to dispense
veterinary drugs, said State Food
Industry, Commodity and Regional
Development Minister Datuk Sn Dr
Stephen Rundi Utom.

_He said the State . Legxslauve
Assembly passed the Veteri
Public Health (Amendment) Bill,
2022 yesterday.

The rabies outbreak in Sarawak
started in 2017 when the first
human case was reported in the
Serian district, he said, and to date,
72 areas in the state have been
‘declared as rabies-infected areas.

Dr Rundi said due to the out-
break, Sarawak recently established
the Immune Belt Enforcement
Team (IBET) to complement and -
support DVS in rabies control and
conducting awareness programmes
among communities.

“Thus, this amendment is s1gmfi
cant as it allows the authorisation of
IBET personnel to assist DVS to
administer vaccination and ;
out the relevant statutory functions
and duties of DVS,” he said when
’tahhng the Bill.

According to Bernama, Lo Khere
Gh_ﬂ:':ﬁ (GPS-SUPP) when debating
the _said the deployment of IBET
- officers in DVS will maxi-
se coverage of rabies deteacldon'

S qillance programme along

wak-Kalimantan border.
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cat killer
jailed
six months

- p]'_-;TALING JAYA: An Indonesian

yman broke down after she was

~ centenced to six months’ jail by the

 gessions Court here for beating a cat
. death.
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